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The NCBP issued Resolution 
No. 1, series of 2020

“The Regulation of 
Plant and Plant 

Products Derived from 
the Use of Plant 

Breeding Innovations 
(PBIs) or New Breeding 

Techniques (NBTs)”

Background of the Policy

The study was 
submitted to 

National Committee 
on Biosafety of the 
Philippines (NCBP) 

Department of Agriculture 
(DA) commissioned a study

“A Review of the New 
Plant Breeding 

Techniques (NBTs) 
from the Viewpoint 

of Regulation” 



RESOLVED: “that products from Plant Breeding 
Innovations may be classified either as: (a) GMOs, 
if – as defined under E.O. 514 s. 2006 - they contain 
a novel combination of genetic material 
obtained through the use of modern 
biotechnology,  which “novel combination” the 
NCBP defines as a resultant genetic combination in a 
living organism that is not possible through 
conventional breeding; or (b) non-GMOs or 
conventional products, if they do not contain a 
novel combination of genetic material. A decision 
tree is attached to this resolution as Annex A”

RESOLVED: “that only PBI-derived GM plants and 
plant products would be regulated under the 
JDC1. Consequently, PBI-derived non-GM plants 
and plant products would not be regulated under 
the said Circular”

RESOLVED: “that the DA shall issue guidelines and 
take the lead in evaluating and monitoring plant 
and plant products derived from the use of 
modern biotechnology, including Plant Breeding 
Innovations”



Issuance of DA MC No.08, Series of 2022



Plant Breeding Innovations (PBIs)

a new set of molecular, genomics, and cellular tools that enable the targeted 
and efficient development of new varieties of crops with desired traits or 
characteristics in a way that is faster and more precise than conventional plant 
breeding techniques



General Classification of Products of PBIs

Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs)

Non-GMOs or 
Conventional Products

- obtained through the use of 
modern biotechnology

- contain novel combination 
of genetic material 

- obtained through the use of 
modern biotechnology

- do not  contain a novel 
combination of genetic 
material in the final product

  

Defined by NCBP as a resultant genetic 
combination in  living organism that is 

not possible through conventional 
breeding

NCBP Resolution No.1, s2020 

established that 
• only PBI-derived GM plants and 

plant products would be 

regulated under the JDC1

• PBI-derived GM plants and 

plant products would not be 

regulated under the said 

Circular

Covered under JDC1, s2021?



Technical Consultation for Evaluation and Determination (TCED)

a technical evaluation of the PBI product to determine whether the final product of the PBI used 
contains a novel combination of genetic material

Who conducts the 
TCED?

Who can submit a 
request for a TCED?

The BPI Biotechnology Core Team-Plant 
Breeding Innovation (BCT-PBI) shall form a 
Technical Consultation for Evaluation and 
Determination (TCED) Group composed of 
three (3) members, with at least two (2) 
members from the BCT-PBI
and external expert,
if necessary.

A Product developer refers to the natural or juridical 
person who developed the PBI product submitted for the 
determination of its regulatory status. 

May include:

• Departments or agencies of the Phil gov’t

• University with research institutions in the Phil

• Int’l research organization recognized by the Phil gov’t

• Corporation registered with the Securities and Exchange
Commission of the Philippines

• Cooperative registered with the Cooperative Development
Authority of the Philippines

A non-resident product developer shall appoint an agent
who is a resident of the Philippines



Overview of Processing Submissions

Total processing time:
~27 to 32 working days 

Pre-Assessment
3 working days

Public Commenting 
Period

10 working days

Official 
Determination

5 working days

Conduct of TCED
24 working days



Submission of Request for TCED

• Printed and electronic copy of the TCED Request Form
• Accomplished Prior Evaluation Form (PEF)
• Scientific Studies, experimental evidence, and other documents to support

the claims in the PEF

Procedural Requirements

Submission Requirements

Acceptance of Submission

• The BPI Biotechnology Office reviews the sufficiency of the submission in form and
substance

• If the submission complies with the format and contains all the required
information, the submission shall be officially accepted

• The submission shall be forwarded to the BCT-PBI within 3 working days upon
acceptance









Conduct of the TCED

• 1st TCED meeting: within 7 working days upon receipt of the officially
accepted submission

• 2nd TCED meeting: within 5 working days from the 1st TCED meeting, if
there are additional concerns that require further discussion

Maximum of two TCED meetings

Procedural Requirements

Schedule of Meetings

Role of Product Developer

• The product developer or an authorized representative 
should be available to join the TCED meeting(s) in-
person or online

• In case a 2nd TCED meeting is arranged, the product 
developer shall provide additional information and 
other studies within 5 working days to complete the 
evaluation

Technical Determination

The TCED Group shall make its technical
determination at the conclusion of the TCED.

The BPI Biotechnology Office shall endorse
the technical determination to the Director of
BPI within 7 working days after the conduct of
TCED.





Prior Evaluation Form (PEF) for Products of Plant Breeding Innovation (PBI)

For the Biotech Core Team-Plant Breeding Innovation (BCT-PBI) TCED Group: 
Please check the appropriate box.

Determined that the PBI Product is not a GMO and does not fall under the scope and 

coverage of the JDC1, s2021 based on the scientific evidence(s) presented by the Product 

Developer. 

Determined that the PBI Product is a GMO and falls under the scope and coverage of the 

JDC1, s2021 based on the scientific evidence(s) presented by the Product Developer. 

Printed Name Signature Date



Public Commenting Period

An officially accepted submission shall be
immediately posted on the BPI website

Procedural Requirements

The public may submit to the Director of BPI any
technical information on the submission within 10
working days upon posting

Public submission is limited to technical information only



Official Determination

Considering the accomplished PEF from the TCED Group and the technical
information from the public, the Director of BPI shall make the official
determination on the regulatory status of the PBI product within 5 working days

Procedural Requirements

GMO

- Inform the product developer in writing that the GM 
PBI product is under the scope of JDC No.1 s2021

- Advise the product developer to proceed with the 
application process of JDC No.1 s2021

- Monitor to ensure compliance to JDC No.1 s2021

Non-GMO

If the PBI product is officially determined as…

- Issue to the product developer a Certificate of 
Non-Coverage from the JDC1, s2021 for the non-
GM PBI product

- Post the Certificate of Non-Coverage on the BPI 
website



Certificate of Non-Coverage from the JDC1, s2021

Shall refer to the issued document which
indicates the novel characteristics
introduced in the current variety and the
subsequent progenies

Procedural Requirements

Shall also apply to all germplasm
or genetic backgrounds that will
contain such characteristic
produced by the product
developer and/or its licensees in
further breeding

Shall not excuse the product
developer from complying with
other relevant regulations of the Department
of Agriculture and other government agencies



Appeal
Procedural Requirements

An aggrieved party may file an appeal with the DA Secretary
within 15 days from the receipt of the product developer of
the decision or posting on the BPI website of the Certificate of
Non-Coverage



Salient Points of the DA MC No.08, s2022

• It prescribes a product-based approach on the determination
 The evaluation and determination focuses on the nature of genetic changes present in the product.

• It is not a regulation on product safety
JDC No.01, s2021         → evaluation of safety of GM plants for human and animal health, and the environment

 DA MC No.08, s2022 → evaluation and determination if the PBI product is a GM plant/product

• There are two types of determination on the regulatory status of 
the PBI product

Technical determination → by TCED group (accomplished PEF and report to be submitted to BPI Director)

Official determination   → by BPI Director (also considers technical information from public)



Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Plant Industry

Biotechnology Office

• Office Address: NPQSD Annex Building, Bureau of Plant Industry

692 San Andres St., Malate, Manila

• Email Address: bpibiotech@buplant.da.gov.ph

• Website: https://biotech.buplant.da.gov.ph/



Thank you!
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